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Sgt. Eugene Wielgosh, Sheboygan County Sheriff Department, being 

first duly sworn on oath deposes and says on information and belief: 

 

Count 1: BURGLARY OF A BUILDING OR DWELLING 

 

The above-named defendant on Thursday, December 17, 2009, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did intentionally enter a dwelling, without the 

consent of the person in lawful possession of the place, and with 

intent to steal, contrary to sec. 943.10(1m)(a), 939.50(3)(f) Wis. 

Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class F Felony, the defendant 

may be fined not more than Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), 

or imprisoned not more than twelve (12) years and six (6) months, or 

both.  

 

Count 2: MISDEMEANOR THEFT 

 

The above-named defendant on Thursday, December 17, 2009, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did unlawfully, intentionally take and carry away 

the movable property of another, without that person's consent and 

with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of possession of 

such property, contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(a), 

939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the 

defendant may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), 

or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  
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Count 3: MISDEMEANOR THEFT 

 

The above-named defendant on Wednesday, November 23, 2011, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did unlawfully, intentionally retain possession 

of the movable property of another, without that person's consent 

and with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of possession 

of such property, contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(a), 

939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the 

defendant may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), 

or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  

 

Count 4: MISDEMEANOR THEFT 

 

The above-named defendant on Wednesday, November 23, 2011, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did unlawfully, intentionally retain possession 

of the movable property of another, without that person's consent 

and with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of possession 

of such property, contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(a), 

939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the 

defendant may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), 

or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  

 

Count 5: BURGLARY OF A BUILDING OR DWELLING 

 

The above-named defendant on Sunday, September 19, 2010, in the City 

of Sheboygan, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, did intentionally enter a 

dwelling, , without the consent of the person in lawful possession 

of the place, and with intent to steal, contrary to sec. 

943.10(1m)(a), 939.50(3)(f) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class F Felony, the defendant 

may be fined not more than Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), 

or imprisoned not more than twelve (12) years and six (6) months, or 

both.  

 

Count 6: THEFT - MOVABLE PROPERTY (SPECIAL FACTS) 

 

The above-named defendant on Sunday, September 19, 2010, in the City 

of Sheboygan, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, did intentionally take 

and carry away movable property of Scott J Zajkowski, which property 

is a firearm, without consent, and with intent to permanently 



STATE OF WISCONSIN - VS -.Dennis L Petrie  

 CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

 Page 3 

 

 

deprive the owner of possession of the property, contrary to sec. 

943.20(1)(a) and (3)(d), 939.50(3)(h) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class H Felony, the defendant 

may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or 

imprisoned not more than six (6) years, or both.  

 

Count 7: THEFT - MOVABLE PROPERTY (SPECIAL FACTS) 

 

The above-named defendant on Sunday, September 19, 2010, in the City 

of Sheboygan, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin, did intentionally take 

and carry away movable property of Scott J Zajkowski , which 

property is a firearm, without consent, and with intent to 

permanently deprive the owner of possession of the property, 

contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(d), 939.50(3)(h) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class H Felony, the defendant 

may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), or 

imprisoned not more than six (6) years, or both.  

 

Count 8: MISDEMEANOR THEFT 

 

The above-named defendant on Tuesday, May 17, 2011, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did unlawfully, intentionally retain possession 

of the movable property of another, without that person's consent 

and with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of possession 

of such property, contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(a), 

939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the 

defendant may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), 

or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  

 

Count 9: BURGLARY OF A BUILDING OR DWELLING 

 

The above-named defendant on Saturday, June 19, 2010, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did intentionally enter a dwelling, , without the 

consent of the person in lawful possession of the place, and with 

intent to steal,, contrary to sec. 943.10(1m)(a), 939.50(3)(f) Wis. 

Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class F Felony, the defendant 

may be fined not more than Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000), 

or imprisoned not more than twelve (12) years and six (6) months, or 

both.  
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Count 10: MISDEMEANOR THEFT 

 

The above-named defendant on Saturday, June 19, 2010, Sheboygan 

County, Wisconsin, did unlawfully, intentionally take and carry away 

the movable property of another, without that person's consent and 

with the intent to deprive the owner permanently of possession of 

such property, contrary to sec. 943.20(1)(a) and (3)(a), 

939.51(3)(a) Wis. Stats. 

 

Upon conviction for this offense, a Class A Misdemeanor, the 

defendant may be fined not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000), 

or imprisoned not more than nine (9) months, or both.  

 

 

The basis of complainant’s charge of such offense is:  Official 

reports prepared by Detective Cameron Stewart of the Sheboygan 

Police Department and Detectives Gerald Urban and Mark Mancl, both 

of the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department, which reports indicate 

that on March 21, 2012, during the execution of a Search Warrant at 

the home of Dennis Petrie, DOB 04/14/50, hereinafter referred to as 

the Defendant, located at N5047 Big Bend Lane, in the Town of 

Sheboygan Falls, County of Sheboygan, State of Wisconsin, law 

enforcement recovered a charm bracelet with numerous charm pendants 

attached to it that had the names and dates of birth engraved on the 

pendants.  On March 26, 2012, Sheboygan Police Department Detective 

Paul Olson photographed these pieces of jewelry. 

 

On April 3, 2012, Sheboygan County Detective Gerald Urban was 

informed by Sheboygan Police Department Detective Matthew Walsh that 

he reviewed evidentiary photographs related to the Dennis Petrie 

burglary investigations, and upon viewing photograph #0601, which 

was a picture of the charm bracelet with numerous charm pendants, 

Detective Walsh did an independent follow-up investigation in order 

to determine who the owner of that charm bracelet was.  Detective 

Walsh was able to determine that the charm bracelet was most likely 

owned by Joseph Strohmeyer, DOB 05/19/43, because he found that 

Joseph had filed a burglary report with the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff's Department on December 17, 2009.  A review of the police 

report of the alleged burglary reveals that someone had forced a 

side garage door located on the north side of Joseph’s residence.  

Joseph estimated that the alleged burglary would have occurred 

sometime between 9:00AM and 3:30PM.  Inside the residence, officers 

noticed that many dressers and drawers were gone through and that 

jewelry was stolen.   
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On April 3, 2012, Detective Urban conducted a follow-up 

investigation by making telephone contact with Joseph concerning 

this charm bracelet.  During this conversation, Joseph told 

Detective Urban that the charm bracelet was inherited by his wife, 

Mary Strohmeyer, DOB 01/08/44, after Mary’s mother, Betty 

Rosenstein, passed away in the year 2001.  Detective Urban informed 

Joseph of the names engraved on the charm bracelet pendants and he 

stated all of those names on the charm bracelet were Strohmeyer 

family members, including his own children.  Joseph also told 

Detective Urban that he was acquainted with the Defendant and that 

they engaged in conversations which involved Joseph telling the 

Defendant that his wife works at Torke Coffee in Sheboygan during 

the daytime and that he sold Christmas trees in the month of 

December every year and were usually gone away from the home between 

the hours of 9:00AM and 8:00PM during those days.  Joseph went on to 

say that neither he or his wife were home when the home was 

burglarized on December 17, 2009.  Detective Urban then made 

arrangements with Joseph to meet him at the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff's Department to view photographs of the jewelry.   

 

On April 5, 2012, Detective Urban met with Joseph and Mary at the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department.  Joseph and Mary immediately 

recognized a picture of the charm bracelet as the same charm 

bracelet that Mary inherited from her late mother, Betty.  They were 

able to identify all of the names and dates of birth identified in 

the charm bracelet. 

 

It is upon information and belief that neither Joseph or Mary gave 

anyone permission to enter their home and take the charm bracelet.  

It is also upon information and belief that the value of the charm 

bracelet is less than $2500.00.   

 

On April 5, 2012, Detective Urban conducted a follow-up 

investigation to a burglary and theft from a locked shed and yard at 

W5346 CTH N, in the Town of Lyndon, County of Sheboygan, State of 

Wisconsin, that was reported to the Sheboygan County Sheriff's 

Department on November 23, 2011.  In that report a red Chilton 

single-axle utility trailer was reported stolen from outside in the 

yard on the property and it matched the description of a red Chilton 

single-axle utility trailer that was observed and photographed by 

law enforcement during the execution of a Search Warrant on the 

property of the Defendant at the end of March. This red Chilton 

single-axle utility trailer reported stolen was owned by David E. 

Andrews, DOB 05/18/48.   

 

On April 9, 2012, Detective Urban met with David at the Sheboygan 

County Sheriff's Department and showed him a series of four 
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photographs of the utility trailer that was photographed during the 

execution of the Search Warrant.  David noted that the front inside 

portion of the trailer had a rub mark on it from a tractor that he 

regularly towed in it and a paint spill of the same color of paint 

they used to paint his backyard fence and the paint spill mark was 

left by the paint sprayer that he towed in his trailer for that 

purpose.  David also pointed out that the bulldog jack attached to 

the receiver had a bent shoe from dragging on the ground just like 

his stolen trailer had and that the jack’s locking pin was missing a 

security chain just like the stolen trailer.  David stated that 

based on those unique identifiers he observed in the photographs, he 

was certain that the trailer was owned by him.  A short time after 

David left Detective Urban’s office, Detective Urban was contacted 

by David and David advised Detective Urban that his wife, Tamara 

Andrews, found the original sales invoice for that trailer and that 

the Vehicle Identification Number on the sales invoice matched the 

Vehicle Identification Number on the red Chilton single-axle utility 

trailer presently on the Defendant’s property.  This sales receipt 

also reveals that David paid $1207.50 for the utility trailer. 

 

On April 9, 2012, Detective Urban conducted follow-up investigation 

to the reported burglary and theft at W5346 CTH N in the Town of 

Lyndon.  This property is owned by David’s son, Curt Andrews, DOB 

09/18/78.  Detective Urban met with Curt at the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff's Department impound shed where Detective Urban allowed Curt 

to view all of the property that was seized during the execution of 

the Search Warrant on the Defendant’s property.  Curt brought along 

several owner’s manuals of power tools that were stolen from his 

locked storage shed and many of those owner’s manuals matched the 

description of the power tools he reported stolen from his locked 

storage shed on November 23, 2011.  Curt positively identified the 

following property items as being owned by him that was seized 

during the execution of the Search Warrant:   

 

 A Dewalt double bevel sliding compound miter saw, Model DW718.  

Curt further identified the rigid table that the compound miter 

saw was mounted on by the fact that there was a brown stain 

from brown wood stain on the table’s fence that he remembered 

being in the exact location of the one that was stolen from 

him. 

 A Dewalt planer, Model DW735.  Curt further identified this 

Dewalt planer by the fact that it was equipped with a rubber 

hose coupler with two medal band clamps that were attached to 

the planer’s exhaust system that he mounted on the exhaust 

system. 
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 A Ryobi electric circular saw inside of a gray Ryobi saw case, 

Model CSB141LZ.  Curt further identified this Ryobi circular 

saw by the fact that the owner’s manual was still inside the 

gray case for that saw in the same location that he had left it 

when it was stolen.  

 A Milwaukee brand 1/2” hammer drill, Model #537820, inside of a 

red plastic Milwaukee case.  Curt further identified this 

Milwaukee 1/2” hammer drill by the fact that the owner’s manual 

was still inside the red plastic case where he had left it when 

it was stolen. 

 A Black & Decker band saw, Model BDBS100 

 A Black & Decker bench belt sander, Model BDSA100 

 12 Irwin brand quick grip wood clamps of various sizes; a Black 

& Decker Gecko grip level; a Bosch 3/4” round over router bit 

still inside of its case; and a Surebonder staple gun, Model 

9600. 

 A Porter Cable Dovtail Jig, Model 4210 

 An Irwin spade drill bit set inside of an Irwin plastic case, 

sizes 3/8” through 1-1/2”. Curt identified this Irwin spade 

drill bit set as his because of the fact that he had placed two 

extra spade drill bits sizes 3/4” and 1” inside of the case 

before it was stolen. 

 

Curt had reported additional tools and property that were stolen 

during the burglary that were not among the property at the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department impound shed.  Detective Urban 

then met with Curt at the Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department 

where Detective Urban allowed Curt to view evidentiary photographs 

that were taken at the Defendant’s property during the execution of 

the Search Warrant.  Curt was able to identify additional tools and 

other property that were not seized during the execution of the 

Search Warrant and still at the Defendant’s property.  This property 

included:  

 

 A Craftsman brand cordless drill  

 A Miles Craft brand base plate/bushing set.  Curt described 

this base plate/bushing set as a router mounting plate. 

 Six Irwin brand wood clamps 

 A Craftsman brand black plastic case that Curt Andrews 

indicated was the case for the aforementioned Craftsman drill 

and a flashlight. 

 A stereo with a CD player and speakers 

 A Dewalt brand black plastic toolbox containing various drill 

accessories, including Irwin tools and other assorted tools 

that Curt positively identified as his, and the fact that they 
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were arranged inside of this toolbox just as he had left them 

before they were stolen. 

 A Skil brand belt sander, which Curt further identified by the 

fact that it had a blue colored sand belt on the sander. 

 Two pairs of Tubbs brand snowshoes 

 A Milwaukee brand plunge router 

 

It should be noted that during the initial burglary investigation in 

November of 2011, Curt sent Deputy Putz an email on November 30, 

2011, at 8:52AM, with a complete list of all the property that was 

stolen from his locked storage shed and that list included property 

items that were identified by Curt either at the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff’s Department impound shed or in the photographs taken at the 

Defendant’s property. 

 

It is upon information and belief that neither David or Curt gave 

anyone permission to take any of the above mentioned property from 

Curt’s locked storage shed and yard.   

 

In late March, Detective Stewart assisted the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff's Department with an execution of Search Warrant and consent 

searches at the Defendant’s property.  During the execution of the 

Search Warrant and consent search, numerous firearms were removed 

from the residence.  Information was gathered by law enforcement 

that the suspect, the Defendant, had targeted residences that were 

open for estate sales in which the deceased’s information was placed 

into an obituary.  Detective Stewart recalled a case from 

approximately two years earlier in which a burglary was reported at 

1925 South 21st Street, in the City of Sheboygan, County of 

Sheboygan, State of Wisconsin, on September 19, 2010.  Upon 

reviewing police reports from the sons of the deceased, Chad and 

Scott Zajkowski, Detective Stewart observed three firearms matching 

the description of firearms stolen from the Zajkowski residence 

during the estate sale.  The first firearm was a Remington 870 

shotgun, the second was a JC Higgins, 12-gauge, pump, shotgun with 

an adjustable choke and the third was a Mossberg, 12-gauge shotgun 

with both a slug and bird barrel.   

 

On April 6, 2012, Detective Stewart and Detective Norlander of the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department, met with Scott at the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department.  The first firearm, the 

Remington 870 shotgun, was immediately identified as a firearm not 

belonging to the family.  However, upon observing the JC Higgins 

firearm, Scott was able to positively identify it as the one stolen 

during the estate sale on South 21st Street in September of 2010.  

This was positively identified by him because he remembered the 
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action to be extremely loose and indeed when Detective Stewart 

manipulated the shotgun, he found the action to be extremely loose.  

The third firearm, the Mossberg, prior to Scott arriving, was 

manipulated by Detective Norlander.  Detective Norlander was able to 

move the slug barrel and replace it with the birdshot barrel 

interchangeably.  The birdshot barrel and the slug barrel both had 

Mossberg imprinted on them.  When meeting with Scott, Scott informed 

the Detective that the Mossberg is actually his brother’s gun and 

Scott informed the detectives that his brother has one identical to 

it.  Scott informed the detectives that he had spoken to his brother 

and his brother had indicated that the receiver underneath the gun 

where slugs can be inserted to be fired should be rusting.  Upon 

flipping the gun over, Detective Stewart observed that the receiver 

is, indeed, rusted.   

 

It is upon information and belief that neither Scott or his brother 

gave anyone permission to take either of the guns.  Your complainant 

reports that a review of the initial burglary complaint shows that 

the JC Higgins shotgun was valued at $150.00 and the Mossberg 

shotgun was valued at $250.00. 

 

On March 26, 2012, Detective Urban and Detective Walsh were assigned 

to follow up on this investigation.  They arranged to meet with 

Ellery G. Stam, DOB 01/05/82.  On that date Ellery met with the 

detectives at the Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department.  Ellery 

told detectives that the Defendant showed him a bunch of tools in 

the back of his truck back in April or May of 2011 between noon and 

1:00PM in the driveway of Dennis Schlichting’s house.  Ellery stated 

there numerous Passload gas nailers, a Sawzall, a 22 concrete bullet 

nailer and chop saws.  Ellery stated that he was suspicious about 

where the Defendant would have gotten these items from because it 

was enough equipment to run a small construction company with and 

Ellery noted that as long as he has known the Defendant, he has been 

unemployed.  Ellery said he has known the Defendant since a 

Christmas party in 2006.  Ellery stated that during this time, the 

Defendant has not had a regular job, as far as he knows.  Ellery 

stated that while he was talking with the Defendant back in April or 

May, the Defendant was drinking alcohol out of a bottle.   

 

Ellery stated that he asked the Defendant where he got these tools.  

Ellery stated that the Defendant told him that he reads the 

newspapers and visits estate sales.  Ellery stated the Defendant 

told him he reads the paper and then goes back at night.  Ellery 

stated, “Dennis Petrie admitted to me he was plucking off estate 

sales.”   
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Ellery stated he could use money and when he refers to that, he 

states that he could use money from a CrimeStopper’s reward tip.  

Ellery stated he listens to CrimeStoppers report tips on the radio 

and has often thought, as does his girlfriend, Denise Schlichting, 

that the Defendant was involved in these thefts.   

 

On March 21, 2012, during the execution of a Search Warrant at the 

Defendant’s home, law enforcement observed and photographed a red 

and black log splitter.  This red and black log splitter fit the 

description of a log splitter that was reported stolen to the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department on May 17, 2011, by Lyman C. 

Theobald, DOB 11/09/54.   

 

On April 12, 2012, Detective Urban made telephone contact with 

Lyman.  Lyman stated that the description of the log splitter 

Detective Urban provided him matched the description of the log 

splitter that was stolen from his yard at W4271 CTH O, Town of 

Sheboygan Falls, County of Sheboygan, State of Wisconsin.  Lyman 

stated he also still had the owner’s manual for the log splitter and 

upon checking the owner’s manual, he stated the owner’s manual 

indicated that the model number of the log splitter was 1032822 and 

that model number matched the SKU number of 1032822 that was on the 

tractor supply company decal on the log splitter still on the 

Defendant’s property. 

 

It is upon information and belief that Lyman did not give anyone 

permission to remove his log splitter from his property.   

 

On March 22, 2012, Detective Mancl of the Sheboygan County Sheriff's 

Department, was assisting in the execution of the Search Warrant at 

the Defendant’s residence.  At that time, two separate items were 

located that are supporters for long guns.  One of these was a bipod 

and the other was monopod.  Both of them were brand named Trigger 

Stick, manufactured by Primos.  Also recovered during the execution 

of the Search Warrant was a Bose wave radio. 

 

On April 11, 2012, Detective Mancl was assigned to review a burglary 

that occurred in 2009, to determine if it was possibly related to 

the items recovered during the execution of the Search Warrant at 

the Defendant’s property.  This burglary was reported on December 

23, 2009 and was reported as a burglary to vacant residence, whose 

owner had died just weeks before the burglary had occurred.  The 

vacant residence was located at 809 Panther Avenue, in the Town of 

Wilson, County of Sheboygan, State of Wisconsin.  At that time the 

property owner’s grandson, Kevin J. Westenberger, DOB 02/27/79, had 

reported the break-in to the property owner’s residence.  In that 
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report, a Bose wave radio with serial number 018815C90285978A, was 

reported stolen, as well as a monopod.   

 

Detective Mancl compared the photograph of the monopod that was 

reported stolen from the Westenberger residence and the photograph 

of the monopod at the Defendant’s residence and he noted that they 

appeared to be similar in make and model.  They were similar in 

color, style, length, and design, including the locations of screws 

in the handle area just below the support for the firearm.  

Detective Mancl did a more recent check on the Cabella website and 

determined that this item is approximately $50.00 in value 

currently. 

 

Detective Mancl was also aware of officers’ recovering a stolen Bose 

wave radio during the execution of the Search Warrant at the 

Defendant’s residence.  Detective Mancl compared that to the number 

that had been reported to officers during the initial burglary 

investigation at the Westenberger residence.  Detective Mancl noted 

that this was one and the same serial number and item.  It was 

reported that this item was valued at approximately $300.00 at the 

time it was reported stolen.   

 

On March 21, 2012, during the execution of the Search Warrant at the 

Defendant’s property, law enforcement recovered four pieces of 

jewelry that matched the description of stolen jewelry from a 

burglary reported to the Sheboygan County Sheriff's Department on 

June 19, 2010, at N2347 Cardinal Lane, in the Town of Holland, 

County of Sheboygan, State of Wisconsin.  It should be noted that 

this burglary was reported during a Gibson Girls Estate Sale.  The 

recovered jewelry included a pearl necklace contained inside a gray 

velvet jewelry box with a price tag of $185.00 attached to; a faux 

diamond necklace and earring set contained inside a gold trimmed 

jewelry box with a price tag of $85.00 attached to it; a gold chain 

necklace with a ruby heart shaped pendant attached to the necklace 

with a price tag of $195.00 attached to it contained inside a white 

jewelry box, and an empty gray velvet jewelry box with a price tag 

of $350.00 inside of it. 

 

On April 2, 2012, Sheboygan Police Department Detective Matthew 

Walsh conducted follow-up investigation by meeting with Gibson Girls 

Estate Sales owner, Karen L. Schmeiser, d.o.b. DOB 07/08/43.  During 

this meeting Karen positively identified each piece of jewelry as 

being stolen from the Bamberger estate sale at N2347 Cardinal Lane, 

Town of Holland.   

 

It is upon information and belief that none of the Bamberger family 

gave anyone permission to take these four pieces of jewelry from the 
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estate sale.  Additionally Karen also did not give anyone permission 

to take these pieces of jewelry from the estate sale. 

 

On March 26, 2012, Detective Urban and Detective Walsh continued 

their investigation reference this multi-jurisdictional burglary 

ring.  Detectives Urban and Walsh met with Ellery Stam, who 

indicated that he knew Dennis Petrie.  Ellery Stam indicated that 

Dennis Petrie showed him a boat.  The detectives asked Ellery to 

tell them about the incident.  Ellery stated that he had asked 

Dennis about finding a cheap boat.  Ellery stated the next day, 

Dennis located a boat and showed him a boat on the Schlichting 

property.  Ellery stated this would have been in April or May of 

2011, between noon and 1:00PM in the driveway at Dennis 

Schlichting’s house.  Ellery stated he asked Dennis Petrie where he 

got the boat.  Dennis replied, “It doesn’t matter.”  Ellery stated 

Dennis said, “Don’t ask me that.”  Ellery stated he told Dennis, 

“I’m not going to buy a stolen boat.”  Ellery stated he was 

suspicious of the boat and where it came from because of the timing 

of how Dennis Petrie located it in a day and was wanting to sell it 

to him quickly without a title and with a serial number that was 

bolted onto it.  Ellery continually referenced the boat as being an 

aluminum boat with a bolted serial number on it.  Ellery stated he 

talked to Dennis and asked him where he got the boat.   

 

At the time, the same day as he viewed the boat with Dennis Petrie, 

Ellery stated that Dennis Petrie showed him a bunch of tools in the 

back of the truck. Ellery stated there were numerous Passload gas 

nailers, a Sawzall, a 22 concrete bullet nailer, and chop saws.  

Ellery stated that he was suspicious about where Dennis Petrie would 

have gotten these items from because it was equipment to run a small 

construction with and noted that as long as he has known Dennis 

Petrie, he has been unemployed.  Ellery stated that while he was 

talking with Dennis Petrie, Dennis was drinking alcohol out of a 

bottle.  Ellery stated that he asked Dennis Petrie where he got the 

tools and Ellery stated that Dennis told him he reads newspapers and 

visits estate sales.  Ellery stated Dennis told him he reads the 

paper and then goes back at night.  Ellery stated that Dennis 

described the incident with the boat from near Fond du Lac and that 

he hooked up the boat and then went into a pole barn and loaded the 

boat up with tools.  Ellery stated Dennis told him the stuff was 

laid out on tables and that the boat had been sitting outside and 

that the tools came from inside of a pole shed and he loaded up the 

boat so that the tools outweighed the capacity of the trailer hitch.  

Ellery stated that Dennis told him that he then went back into the 

pole shed and found a different ball hitch trailer to support the  
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weight of the tools contained in the boat.  Ellery stated, “Dennis 

Petrie admitted to me he was plucking off estate sales.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me  

this 16th day of April, 2012 

and approved for filing: 

 

 

 

______________________________ _____________________ 

Assistant District Attorney    Complainant 

Sheboygan County, Wisconsin 


